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out of all proportion to his lawful emoluments. Shortly before
his arrival at Madras, a Committee of Circuit had been appoint-*
ed to complete a settlement with the zemindars of the North-
ern Circars, This Commission Sir Thomas is charged with
having cancelled in order to secure to himself an unlawful
advantage by getting the zemindars to transact business with
himself alone at Madras. He is also accused of complicity with
his Secretary, Mr. Redhead, in regard to a bribe of a lakh of
rupees offered to the latter by Seetaram Raj, who sought to be
re-instated as Dewan of his brother the zemindar of Vizagapa-
tam, and who was accordingly re-instated, notwithstanding his
brother's remonstrances, And it has been believed, and hitherto
accepted as history, that the circumstances connected with the
transfer of the Guntoor Circar, betrayed an underhand dealing
which could only have been prompted by the same irrepressible
lust that had marked his other transactions. These are the
principal charges against him, and for the last eighty years his
memory has been overshadowed by them.

The ' Vindication* by his daughter, who devoted the best years
of her life to the collection and analysis of all the records on
the subject that could possibly be procured, 'meets all the
charges urged in Mr. Dundas's Bill, and shows, not only that
they were unfounded, but that the historians of the day, and
especially Mill, have simply accepted the statements of his
accusers instead of basing their judgment on the results of
the Parliamentary inquiry. So satisfactory is the evidence of
documents, many of which have only now for the first time
come to light, that Mr. Marshman, to whom Miss Ruinbold
took her manuscript, has, in a long appendix to the first volume
of his "
that
afresh/

this candid admission, and render it necessary to place before
the reader the clear explanations which these documents afford
of various points on which his (Sir lYs) conduct has beer
impeached/

Miss Rumbold has shown that the monejr her father sen
home from Madras was not all his own, a considerable portioi
of it having belonged to Sir Hector Munro ; and that wha
was his had been realized in Bengal, wliere he had fo
twelve years been a Civilian and chief of the factory of Pat
na. It is now proved that Sir Thomas did a wise thing i

